IBS                       INDIA STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM

record that if Cripps had shown more patience and "had more
earnest co-operation beer, forthcoming from the then Viceroy ", the
issue m:5ht have bssn zolved.3'- It soon became apparent that the
British Government had mace a gesture of ' conciliation ' with many
mental reservations. Britain's prestige had sunk very low and within
the United Nations there was a strong feeling that she was prejudicing
the common war effort by meeting every Indian demand with blank
refusal. It v/as to save face, so to say, that the Cripps Mission came
to India, ana there was relief and rejoicing in New Delhi and
at Whitehall v/hen the Mission failed, and blame for it was sought to
be placed on the shoulders of Congress''extremists'1 and on Gandhiji's
pacifism. The way the Cripps episode was manoeuvred is, indeed, a
classic illustration of Lenin's warning that "there is always a way
out" for the ruling class in a crisis unless the people manage to seal
it up. Our leaders only saw that Churchill must have been in a tight
corner when he was constrained to send Cripps, but hardly realised
that v/ays and means for escape were still open to the imperialist.

Cripps had come to India with two sets of proposals. The first
four-fifths of the Draft Declaration dealt with the future. It con-
tained a promise, hedged round with many qualifications, of Dominion
Status with the right of secession if India chose to exercise it, after
the War was over* It envisaged a " constitution-making body " con-
sisting of one-tenth the number of an Electoral College of 1585
members, which in turn would be elected by 11 percent of the popu-
lation of the provinces enfranchised by the Government of India Act
of 1935. The Princes were given the option to " appoint" about 500
nominees to the Electoral College. Cripps spoke, it seems, with many
voices: to the Congress, he said that the constitution-making body, so
formed, would frame the constitution as a basis for a treaty with
Britain, and India could remain inside or quit the British Common-
wealth as she thought fit; to the Muslim League, he said that provin-
ces with a Muslim majority could separately elect their own consti-
tution-making bodies and have a separate (treaty with the British
Government; to the Princes he said that if they did not like the new
constitution Britain would see that their " treaty rights " were not
tampered with; and to racial and religious minorities he gave the
assurance that Britain would use her power to see that "justice"
was done to them. He met different groups separately; Britain
wanted, it appeared, not so much to quit India as to divide her pat-
riots and make sure of her continued domination.
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